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Sharestorm 
What is Microblogging? 

Created with 
http://wordle.net  



A few popular networks 
Which have you used or heard of? 
Created with 
http://wordle.net  



Objectives 

  Demystify the lingo 

  Uses for personal 
learning network 

  Compare the tools 
  Explore Twitter, 

Yammer and Edmodo  

  Consider educational 
uses at various levels  
  Elem, Secondary & 

Higher Ed 

Post test: Can you 
understand a 

Twitter cartoon? 



Share status updates 
What are you 

  Doing 
  Learning 
  Reading 
  Feeling 
  …..? 
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  …..? 



Anatomy of  a Tweet 



Follow others 
Whose updates do you want to receive? 

  Peers 
  Influencers 
  Valuable Sources 

Following Suggestions 



From HUB SPOT http://blog.hubspot.com/Portals/249/images/twitter-follow-back-final.jpg  
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Experience the stream 
  Signal 
  Noise 
  Serendipity 





Touchpoints 



Meaning in the stream 
  @username = ‘at reply’ 



Meaning in the stream 
  RT= retweet 



Meaning in the stream 
  #hashtags = tags, keywords 





Let’s do it 
What’s happening? 

@replies 
#hashtags 

RT 



Alec Couros (@courousa) 
http://educationaltechnology.ca/couros/  



Immerse in the network 

  Create account 

  Adjust your settings 

  Engage! 
  Follow 

  Share 
  Listen 

  Respond 
  Converse 
  Repeat 

Follow 

Share 

Listen 

Respond 

Converse 

Follow 

Share 

Listen 

Respond 

Converse 



  Follow influential people 

  Crowdsourcing 

  Instant messaging 

  Conference backchannel 

  Communicate via text during web downtime 

  Track breaking news 

  Serendipitous and/or instant collaboration 

  Locate sources 

  Lend or receive support 

How could someone 
use Twitter as a 

Personal Learning 
Tool? 

http://delicious.com/hollyrae/microblogging+education  

Personal Learning 
Suggestions 



Educational Paradise? 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/myklroventine/2537309848/  



Considerations about Twitter itself  

  API Vulnerabilities 

  Google Results 

  Location 
Awareness 



Responsible Use Considerations 
  How will students access/use Twitter? 

  Who provides support? 

  What else will students do with this? 

  What policies are in place? 
  Cyberbulling committee, anonymous reporting 
  Responsible use agreement 
  Parental consent, student assent 

  How will account(s) be administered? 
  Blocking, following, privacy 



Microblogging Tool 
Scope of 
Network Notable Features Touchpoints 

http://www.twitter.com  

Global 
• Integration 
• User lists 
• Sizeable educator presence 
• Private account option 

• SMS/Text 
• Mobile 
• Desktop 
• Web 

• API  

http://www.yammer.com 

Organizational 

(ie: shared email 
domain) 

• Closed network 
• Built in groups 
• File sharing 
• Link indexing 

• SMS/Text 
• Mobile 
• Desktop 
• Web 

• Email 

http://www.edmodo.com  

Classroom 

(invited students 
only) 

• Educator network 
• Closed network for students 
• Microclassroom (Grades, 
Calendar, Assignments) 
• Private & Public Feed 
• Allows embedding and file 
sharing 

• SMS/Text 
• Mobile 
• Web 

• Email 

A few to compare 















Educational Activities 
  Gathering data 

  Creative story theme 

  Polls 

  Word literacy 

  Communicating with 
experts 

  Online scavenger hunts 

  Fact share 

  Research repository 

  Informal assessment 

  Online debates 

  Geo Hunt 

  Current Events 

From @drwetzel 
http://teachingtechnology.suite101.com/article.cfm/12_expert_twitter_tips_for_the_classroom 
Shared by @joshmsilver 



~ David R. Wetzel 

“The use of twitter for improving student learning also 
requires movement beyond just collaborating with 
other teachers, pedagogical self-reflection, and 
professional development activities. It is essential to 
involve students in social network activities focused on 
research, data gathering, communicating with experts, 
examining other points of view, and dialogue within all 
curriculum areas using online resources.” 

From @drwetzel 
http://teachingtechnology.suite101.com/article.cfm/12_expert_twitter_tips_for_the_classroom 
Shared by @joshmsilver 



A few more ideas for  
Secondary Education 

  Collaborative writing 
  Collaborative research 
  Real time reflections 
  Communicate with subject matter experts 
  Crowdsourcing  
  Follow or research live events 
  Providing ‘lifeline’ assistance/support 
  Opt in text notifications 
  Easy web page updates 

http://delicious.com/hollyrae/microblogging+education  

http://nmtiepresentation.pbworks.com  



Higher Education 
  In-course backchannel 

  Student support 

  Listening for feedback 

  Research, collaborative 
space 

Recommended resource 
http://www.youtube.com/

watch?
v=6WPVWDkF7U8  



News and Updates 



Attendance? Really? 



Possible Backchannel? 

S1: wht's 4 lunch? I'm staving! 
S2: NFW I'm readg that @#$ Chapter 7. Hes got 2 B 
Sh*ttin' me! 
S3: "History is writn by th winners?" DUH! 
S4: I get out of  her class 5th period, dude! S*cks 2 B U! 
S4: @S1 its only 9:30 dude! U cnt B hungry alrdy U pig! 
S2: Any1 know if  any of  ths @#$% in Ch 7 will B on the 
test? 
S1: @S3 No duh! Who ELSE wld write it. Hes so lame! 

From Twitter with Students? @jgates513 



Collaborative Research 

http://socialtechineducation.wikispaces.com/ from @teachpaperless 



Collaborative Assessment 
 Students have access to texts and 
translation tools 
 Allowed to use Twitter to ask 
questions and offer help 
 Instructor can listen and contribute 
if  assistance is needed 
 Each student translates a different 
part of  the passage 
 One score to entire class as long as 
equal contributions to the hashtag 
 Students shared resources and 
translations by linking to blogs 
 All discussion had to take place on 
Twitter. 

http://teachpaperless.blogspot.com from 
@teachpaperless 



School Presence 

Be aware of  
information 
posted 
which is 
best kept 
private  
  room 

numbers 

  names/
photos  

  details) 



Classroom Presence Possibilities 

  Opt in 
network for 
parents and 
family 
members   

  Send 
reminders 
about 
homework or 
announcemen
ts 

  Microblog of  
classroom 
events 



Collaborative Writing 



Microblogging Tool 
Scope of 
Network Notable Features Touchpoints 

http://www.twitter.com  

Global 
• Integration 
• User lists 
• Sizeable educator presence 
• Private account option 

• SMS/Text 
• Mobile 
• Desktop 
• Web 

• API  

http://www.yammer.com 

Organizational 

(ie: shared email 
domain) 

• Closed network 
• Built in groups 
• File sharing 
• Link indexing 

• SMS/Text 
• Mobile 
• Desktop 
• Web 

• Email 

http://www.edmodo.com  

Classroom 

(invited students 
only) 

• Educator network 
• Closed network for students 
• Microclassroom (Grades, 
Calendar, Assignments) 
• Private & Public Feed 
• Allows embedding and file 
sharing 

• SMS/Text 
• Mobile 
• Web 

• Email 

A few to compare 



More ideas & resources 
Annotated bookmarks 

• Safety & Security citations 
http://delicious.com/hollyrae/twittering+education+symposium  

• Other microblogging in education resources  
http://delicious.com/hollyrae/microblogging+education  

More eLearning with Emerging Technologies for Educators 
 http://webinars.nmsu.edu and http://reta.nmsu.edu  

Related presentations 
• Twitter in Education: Considerations and Possibiities 
http://www.slideshare.net/hollyrae/twitter-in-education-considerations-possibilities    

• Considerations for K12 Safety and Security on Twitter 
http://www.slideshare.net/hollyrae/considerations-for-k12-safety-security-on-twitter-1882904?src=embed  


